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The patellofemoral joint (PFJ) has always been an incompletely understood aspect of knee arthroplasty, with many studies ascribing a large proportion of TKA complications to so-called “patellofemoral” or “extensor mechanism” problems. But is this really so given current knee arthroplasty technology and surgical technique?
This paper briefly reviews our understanding of PFJ pathophysiology and biomechanics, and discusses some of the newer concepts and techniques which are available to address related problems. The role of patellofemoral replacement, either as an isolated procedure or part of total and/or partial knee replacement, is also discussed.

