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Extraction of a well-fixed fully HA-coated stem is always considered as a nightmare by many surgeons. Planification of an extended trochanteric osteotomy has significantly reduced the risk of intra-operative complication. However, the post-op morbidity is not negligible, and we developed a specific instrumentation allowing a real mini-invasive surgery breaking all the bone bridges by an endocanal technique. Basically, we use long, thin and flexible chisels to release the proximal part of the stem, and long Kirschner wires of 1.8mm diameter to release the distal part beyond the lesser trochanter. Then the slap hammer is used repeatedly to disrupt the bone-implant interface. If the contact between the distal part of the stem and the diaphyseal cortices is to close, the penetration of the Kirschner pins is sometimes uneasy or impossible. In such a situation we realize a short anterior window below the lesser trochanter. Therfore we can have an excellent access to the interface, and using the same osteotomes and wires we can easely release the stem, which is, then, extracted from the top. In the very great majority of our cases, this technique permited a nice reconstruction with a standard HA-coated stem, without any bone lesions added.
